
 

Documentary film 

 

 

A Hospital at World’s End 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Director: Otakar Štěrba 

Producer and distributor: Tomáš Vynikal 

www.hospitalfilm.com 

 

 

Press contact: Tomáš Vynikal, Phone: +420 739 201 168, Email: vynikal@email.cz,  

                                      Nálevkova 812/13, Olomouc 9, 779 00 

 

  

© Otakar Štěrba & Tomáš Vynikal 2008 

 

 

 

 



Filmmakers  
 

THEME Dina Štěrbová and Vítězslav Dokoupil 

SCREENWRITERS Dina Štěrbová and Otakar Štěrba 

CAMERA Otakar Štěrba and Vítězslav Dokoupil 

EDITOR Tomáš Vynikal 

MUSIC Filip Krejčí and Jiří Grúz 

SOUND Jiří Grúz and Pavel Kunčar 

SOUND EFFECTS Jiří Grúz  

GRAPHICS Robin Závodný, Tomáš Vynikal, Vladimír Pinďura and Libor Hoření 

NARRATORS Zora Ježková and Jaroslav Krejčí 

PRODUCTION Otakar Štěrba and Tomáš Vynikal 

DIRECTOR Otakar Štěrba 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: The Faculty of Science’s Department of Ecology and 

Environmental Studies at Palacký University, Olomouc.   

 

25 min., Czech Republic 

Documentary 

Stereo  

Color (DVD PAL) | Color (MiniDV PAL) | Color (Digital Betacam PAL) 

 

 

Awards 

 
Special award for Film Interpretation of Outstanding Humanitarian Project - 6. International 

Festival of Outdoor Films, Czech Republic 2008 

 

Honorable Mention - International film festival TUR Ostrava, Czech Republic 2009  

Prize of the Town Teplice nad Metuji - 27. International Mountaineering Film Festival in 

Teplice nad Metují, Czech Republic 2010  

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/Sections/Genres/Documentary/
http://www.imdb.com/List?color-info=Color&&heading=13;Color
http://www.imdb.com/List?color-info=Color&&heading=13;Color


 
 

Synopsis 
 

Otakar Štěrba‘s documentary film will take us to the world’s highest mountain range where 

outstanding humanitarian acts of charity have been successfully executed. 

 

In 2005 Dina and Otakar Štěrba studied socio-ecologic conditions in the villages of Askole, 

Chongo, Arandu, Kurfe and Hushe and decided to contribute their own money to the 

construction of water conduits which now bring fresh water from the mountains to the 

Chongo village and to the summer pasturage in Askole and. 

 

In 2006, the International Humanitarian Organization Oneness Heart - Tears and Smiles 

carried out the project Kids to Kids. Czech and Slovak children completed thousands of gift 

packages for Pakistani children living in an area that was hit by a devastating earthquake in 

October 2005. These packages were handed out in schools and refugee camps which 

Vítězslav Dokoupil and Dina Štěrbová visited as well. This time the aim of their study in 

Pakistan was to find a suitable place to build a Hospital Unit. 

 

In the same year, the Czech Humanitarian Organization Hand for Help bought a health centre 

building set. This 7 million CZK project (16 tons of panels, hospital equipment, medical 

material and pharmaceuticals) was sponsored by the Czech people and organizations. V. 

Dokoupil and D. Štěrbova took charge of the uneasy task to transport all of the above 

mentioned material and equipment into the mountains and to put the hospital into operation. 

Needless to say, they succeeded in doing so. The Hospital Unit stands at the Arandu Village, 

situated at the bottom of the Chomo-Lungma Glacier. Not a single child passed away during 

the harsh winter season in the first year of the hospital’s existence.             

 

Short synopsis 

 
Otakar Štěrba’s documentary film will take us on a trip to the world’s highest mountain range 

in Pakistan, where the following humanitarian goals were accomplished: The installation of a 

water conduit for a village that is located high in the mountains; the delivery of gift packages 

to less fortunate children; the transport and construction of a health center, thanks to which 

not a single child passed away in the first winter of its operation.  



Director 

 
Otakar Štěrba (* 1933, the Czech Republic, Brno), respected ecologist, who likes traveling 

around the world and catches interesting facts with his camera about the enviroment we live 

in. Continental waters are areas of his special interest. His first two documentaries he made in 

cooperation with the film production company Krátký Film Praha in the early eighties last 

century. Later on he started working for The Czechoslovakia TV; documentary The 

Czechoslovakian Women in the Himalayas (1985) and as a scriptwriter of a serial The World 

Geography, Stories from the Pacific islands (2002). Within two years (2005-2007) he filmed 

and directed his documentary A Hospital at World´s End (2008) which is special in his 

filmmaking thanks to its strong humanitarian attitude. We would like to mention Otakar 

Šterba´s important role he played in reintroduction of beaver into the Czech´s landscape and 

he initiated the Litovelské Pomoraví locality, situated in Central Moravia, to be recognized as 

a protected landscape zone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Filmografy 

Zapomenutá řeka (The Forgotten River) – theme, screenplay, Krátký film Praha (Praha 

Short Films), 1970 

Velké krajinné ekosystémy (Large Country Ecosystems) – theme, screenplay, director, 

Krátký film Praha (Praha Short Films), 1980 

Velká řeka (Great River) – theme, screenplay, director, Krátký film Praha (Praha Short 

Films), 1980 

Československé ženy v Himalájích (The Czechoslovakian Women in the Himalayas) – 

screenplay, camera, director, Československá televize (Czecoslovakian Television), 1985 

Přelidněné Himaláje (The Overpopulation of the Himalayas) – ditto, 1985 

Cesta na jihozápad (Journey to the Southwest) – Specialist advisor (director: Zdeněk Sirový, 

feature film), 1989  

Zeměpis světa, Příběhy z ostrovních říší Tichomoří (World Geography; Stories from the 

Pacific islands) – 5 dílů, theme, screenplay, original camera, Česká televize (Czech 

Television), 2002 

Ekosystémy říční krajiny: 1. Řeka a její krajina, 2. Živé složky ekosystému, 3. Přírodní 

dědictví říční krajiny (River Country Ecosystems: 1. The River and its Country, 2. The 

Living components of an Ecosystem, 3. The Natural Inheritance of River Country) – theme, 

screenplay, camera and director, Palacký University, Olomouc, 2003  

Zbytky nivní krajiny Moravy – (The Remainders of Moravian alluvial landscape) theme, 

screenplay, camera, director, Palacký University, Olomouc, 2003  

Do země klokanů (Into Kangaroo Country) – ditto, 2004 

Na horách a pod horami (On and Beneath Mountains) – ditto, 2005 

Příroda Jižní Ameriky (South American Nature) – ditto 2006 

Smrt Fuerteventury (Fuerteventuraôs Death) – theme, screenplay, camera, director 

(production and film editing; Tomáš Vynikal), 2008 

 

 

Producer 
 

Tomáš Vynikal 

Producer and editor of the documentary films A Hospital at World’s End (2008), 

Fuerteventura’s Death (2008). Production and dramaturgy of the animation film The Last of 

the Dodos (2011). Editor of the animation film Les amis du Chat (2011). News reporter for 

Aktuálně.cz. Redactor for Příroda and Naše příroda (magazines). 
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